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Important New Development 
Likely To Impact Water Supply
�-�B�T�U�� �X�F�F�L�
�� �U�I�F�� �6���4���� �'�J�T�I�� �B�O�E�� �8�J�M�E�M�J�G�F�� �4�F�S�W�J�D�F�� �	�'�8�4�
�� �S�F�M�F�B�T�F�E�� �B�� �O�F�X�� �#�J�P�M�P�H�J�D�B�M�� �0�Q�J�O�J�P�O����
�U�I�B�U���J�T���M�J�L�F�M�Z���U�P���G�V�S�U�I�F�S���S�F�T�U�S�J�D�U���4�P�V�U�I�F�S�O���$�B�M�J�G�P�S�O�J�B���T���B�M�S�F�B�E�Z���D�P�O�T�U�S�B�J�O�F�E���X�B�U�F�S���T�V�Q�Q�M�J�F�T������
�5�I�F���%�F�M�U�B���4�N�F�M�U���#�J�P�M�P�H�J�D�B�M���0�Q�J�O�J�P�O���D�P�V�M�E���D�V�U���B�M�M���4�U�B�U�F���8�B�U�F�S���1�S�P�K�F�D�U���	�4�8�1�
�� �E�F�M�J�W�F�S�J�F�T���C�Z��
�V�Q���U�P���������Q�F�S�D�F�O�U�������5�I�J�T���I�B�T���Q�P�U�F�O�U�J�B�M���U�P���E�S�B�N�B�U�J�D�B�M�M�Z���D�I�B�O�H�F���U�I�F���4�P�V�U�I�F�S�O���$�B�M�J�G�P�S�O�J�B���X�B��
�U�F�S���T�V�Q�Q�M�Z���T�J�U�V�B�U�J�P�O�
���Q�B�S�U�J�D�V�M�B�S�M�Z���J�O���U�I�F���O�F�B�S���U�F�S�N������

�5�I�F���#�P�U�U�P�N���-�J�O�F��

This development, along with already below av -
erage snowpack and precipitation accumulation 
so far this winter, does not bode well for growers 
in the Interim Agricultural Water Program 
(IAWP). Indications are all pointing toward MWD 
being forced to declare 15 percent rationing of 
all customers in 2009, with a notice of intent 
likely to be released on or before April 1, 2009, 
and rationing likely to start on July 1, 2009. Un -
der this scenario customers remaining in the 
IAWP will be required to make a 40% cutback in 
their irrigation use. Heavy rainfall through the 
rest of the winter could alter this projection but, 
based upon current conditions, significant urban 
rationing appears imminent.
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The California Drought Monitor (right) focuses on 
broad-scale conditions at the time the information 

was published.  Local conditions may vary.
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DWR Director Lester SnowÕs response to the opinion re-
leased by U.S. Fish and Wildlife:

ÒDWR has  long been committed to implementing effective envi-
ronmental protections, as  well as  ensuring reliable water sup-
plies  for all Californians.  But I am concerned that this new Bio-
logical Opinion fails  to apply a comprehensive approach in 
dealing with at-risk fish species in the Delta.  

We know there are many stressors causing havoc in the Delta 
Ð including toxic pollutants, invasive species, climate impacts, 
power plant operations, illegal diversions  and overall loss of 
habitat and food.  TodayÕs action by the federal government 
looks only to the water projects  rather than having a complete 
view of all causes for Delta fish decline.

We expect that the U.S. Bureau of Reclamation will seek addi-
tional clarification on the proposed fall actions in the Biological 
Opinion.  These actions would have the most severe reductions 
in State Water Project water exports  in dry years, when the 
water is needed most. 

A long-term approach for the conservation of all at-risk fish 
species in the Delta, like that being developed under the Bay 
Delta Conservation Plan, is clearly our best and most effective 
solution to reduce the conflicts  between maintaining a reliable 
water supply and restoring the Delta ecosystem. 

The crisis in the Delta is  having real-time impacts  on Califor-
niaÕs economy and must be addressed comprehensively.  As 
Gov. Schwarzenegger has said, new storage, improved con-
veyance and increased water conservation are all necessary 
so that we may contribute to the conservation and recovery of 
the Delta as a whole.Ó
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